The Waste Crisis: A Call
to Action

Every year, humanity generates over
2 billion tons of waste. This volume
will double by 2050.

The choices we make today will
determine whether future
generations inherit a thriving world
Oor a garbage dump.

The clock is ticking.



The Numbers Don't Lie

2B 91% 8M 50M

Tons of Waste Plastic Not Recycled Tons in Oceans Tons E-Waste
Generated globally each Most ends up in landfills or Plastic waste entering Electronic waste produced
year oceans marine environments worldwide per year
annually

Without immediate action, waste will outpace our ability to manage It,
threatening ecosystems, human health, and economic stability.
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The window for action is closing rapidly. Scientists
“ estimate we have less than a decade to fundamentally
W - —— — transform our waste systems before irreversible damage
occurs to marine life, soil health, and air quality.
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The Life and Death of a
Styrofoam Container

The 15-Minute Meal

You order takeout. It arrives in a
pristine white Styrofoam
clamshell container, keeping
your food warm for exactly 15
minutes while you eat.

The container feels light,
disposable, forgettable. You toss
it in the trash without a second
thought.

The 500-Year Legacy

That same container will outlive
you, your children, and your
great-great-great-
grandchildren. It takes up to 500
years to decompose.

It breaks into smaller pieces but
never truly disappears, releasing
toxic chemicals into soil and
water while endangering
wildlife that mistakes it for food.

It‘s only a cup of
coffee...
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Toxic Production Ocean Invader & Recycling Nightmare

Manufacturing releases benzene Breaks into microplastics that Only 1% of Styrofoam is recycled
and styrene—known marine animals ingest, entering due to contamination and high
carcinogens—into the air and the food chain and eventually our processing costs
water supply bodies =
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Your Laptop's Dark Afterlife

1 Year 1-3: Use

You rely on it daily for work, entertainment, and connection

2 Year 4: Obsolete

Slower performance drives upgrade. Old laptop sits in a

drawer "just in case"

3 Yearb: Discarded

Eventually tossed or improperly recycled, ending up in e-waste

streams with only 25 % properly recycled

Ly Decades Later

Toxic materials like lead, mercury, and cadmium leach into

groundwater at landfills
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LINEAR ECONOMY: TAKE-MAKE-DISPOSE T




Breaking the Styrofoam Cycle

Innovative Alternatives

Mycelium Packaging Plant-Based Containers Reusable Systems
Grown from mushroom roots in days, Made from agricultural waste, fully ~ Container deposit programs eliminate
decomposes in weeks compostable in 90 days single-use entirely

< SOLUTIONS EXIST >




E-Waste: From Crisis to Circular Economy

Collection Hubs

2 Convenient drop-off locations and mail-in programs make
recycling accessible

Safe Disassembly

Certified facilities extract valuable materials while containing
hazardous substances
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2 Material Recovery
Gold, copper, and rare earth elements are recovered for new devices

Manufacturing Loop

Recovered materials reduce mining needs and create circular
supply chains

O One ton of circuit boards contains more gold than 17 tons
of gold ore. E-waste recycling is literally mining.




Recovering value from Waste

Generating energy from non recyclables and food waste
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Wastewater: Turning Pollution Into Resources

Advanced Filtration for
Clean Water Output

Clean Energy Generation
from Sludge

Nutrient Recovery
Advanced treatment facilities now transform from Digested Sludge
wastewater into clean drinking water and recover
valuable nutrients for agriculture, closing the loop

on water waste.
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Recovering value from Waste

Capturing value by reprocessing old waste
and reclaiming land

SOLUTIONS EXIST




The path ahead

Your Power to Create Change

Empowering Individual Action

Shifting from being a passive consumer to an active participantin a circular
economy

Preventing waste

Recycle Properly: Learn your local guidelines. Clean containers and know
what's accepted. Proper recycling multiplies impact

Advocacy and Policy Influence

Advocacy for policies like DRS, EPR, organics collection, and water reuse
helps amplify environmental impact on a systemic level.




