
When Hurricanes Irma and Maria hit Sint Maarten in 2017, they left a 
trail of destruction in their path, but this small island’s unwavering spirit 
and resolve remained. As the extensive recovery efforts began, it was 
clear that more than just local resources were needed to restore 
what was lost and create better systems and structures to handle future 
storms and other shocks.

The Sint Maarten Reconstruction, Recovery and Resilience Trust Fund 
was launched in April 2018 as a tripartite partnership between the 
Government of the Netherlands, the Government of Sint Maarten, and 
the World Bank to support the island's recovery and help the country 
rebuild stronger and more sustainably in a way that would support 
longer-term development priorities.

The Trust Fund is providing critical financial resources and technical 
assistance to support recovery and foster resilience—economic, 
infrastructure, health, environmental, and social. Because it's not just 
about making repairs; it’s about investing in a resilient future to ensure 
the people of Sint Maarten are better prepared for whatever challenges 
lay ahead.

Since its launch, the US$519 million Trust Fund has directly benefited 
thousands of Sint Maarteners, and remains focused on helping the 
island enhance the lives of its people in the immediate and long term. I think children should play this game 

because they will learn that when 
a hurricane is happening, to have 
everything prepared.” 

— ALEXANDER WILLIAMS, a student 
and fan of HURRYcane Run, a board 
game to teach hurricane preparedness

“

That all the stakeholders and the 
World Bank were able to come 
together to help the people who can’t 
help themselves—especially senior 
citizens—there is no word in any 
language big enough to say thank you.” 

— FLORENTINA RICHARDSON,  
whose home was repaired with Trust 
Fund support

“

Seamstress Jo-Ann Schet received support for her small business from the Trust Fund.

Helping Sint Maarten 
to build back better, 
safer, and stronger
THE SINT MAARTEN RECONSTRUCTION, 
RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE TRUST FUND

https://www.sintmaartenrecovery.org/


HELPING SMALL 
BUSINESSES THRIVE 
300 SMALL BUSINESSES 
HAVE ACCESSED  
US$19 MILLION IN 
FINANCING TO OPERATE AND 
GROW, WITH 124 OWNED OR 
MANAGED BY WOMEN 

ELEVATING HEALTH  
CARE ON-ISLAND 
88% REDUCTION IN 
OVERSEAS MEDICAL 
REFERRALS AND A NEW 
STATE-OF-THE-ART, 
DISASTER-READY FACILITY 
BEING CONSTRUCTED FOR 
HIGHER-QUALITY CARE

SUPPORTING TOURISM  
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
AIRPORT TERMINAL 
RECONSTRUCTED AND NOW 
DISASTER-RESILIENT; 
139 SHIPWRECKS REMOVED; 
AND 512 HOMES AND  
19 SCHOOLS REPAIRED

@WBCaribbean

sintmaartenrecovery.org
WorldBankCaribbean

*Data as of June 2025

Preparation is everything
As a small island state, Sint Maarten is susceptible to multiple external 
shocks. The Trust Fund's goal is to make sure the country is prepared 
to endure and overcome when these crises occur. Projects align with 
the country’s most critical needs: strengthening institutions, boosting 
entrepreneurship and competitiveness, increasing the capacity of 
government and civil society organizations, building climate-resilient 
infrastructure, and improving social services. The most vulnerable 
populations are receiving crucial support to become more empowered 
and contribute to the island’s community and economic resilience. 

Projects across every sector

Collaboration is the key
At the heart of the Trust Fund is community engagement and ownership. 
The World Bank supports the Sint Maarten government, private sector, 
and civil society on recovery efforts and to strengthen the capacity 
of local organizations and personnel in disaster response and crisis 
management. Most Trust Fund activities are executed or managed by 
the government and its designated implementation agencies: National 
Recovery Program Bureau, Princess Juliana International Airport 
Operating Company N.V., St. Maarten Medical Centre, VNG International, 
and UNICEF the Netherlands. Our collective efforts are making key 
achievements possible, including the reopening of the airport and 
construction of an improved medical center and new mental health facility. 

Infrastructure
	• Digital Government 

Transformation
	• Emergency Recovery
	• Airport Terminal Reconstruction 

(completed)
	• Roof Repair (completed) 

Environmental
	• Emergency Debris Management
	• Wastewater Management 

Social
	• Civil Society Partnership Facility 

(completed)

Health
	• Hospital Resiliency and 

Preparedness
	• Improving Mental Health 

Services 

Economic
	• Enterprise Support
	• Emergency Income Support  

and Training (completed)

Education
	• Fostering Resilient Learning
	• Child Resilience and Protection 

(completed) 
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